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Tornado  in  New  Salem     CampAndersonFire 


I  wasn't  expecting  a  tornado — I  guess 
nobody  ever  expects  a  tornado.   So  when  I 
came  back  from  Orange  and  found  some  trees 
down  along  the  road,  I  thought  we  must  have 
had  some  unusually  strong  winds  in  New 
Salem.   But  then  when  I  got  to  the  Five 
Corners  and  could  look  lown  at  my  house, 
I  suddenly  realized  that  a  good  portion  of 
my  roof  was  gone,  my  television  and  ham 
radio  antennas  had  disappeared  from  the 
top  of  the  house,  windows  were  blown  out, 
and  a  lot  of  trees  were  down  around  my 
house.   It  took  a  while,  but  I  finally  got 
the  message:   tornado  1 

My  son  Mike  was  at  the  Fire  Station; 
he  and  Elizabeth  had  driven  up  from  South 
New  Salem  and  ad  seen  the  blackish  funnel 
shape  of  the  thing  up  ahead  of  them.  Other 
people  in  New  Salem  got  an  even  better  view 
of  it,  and  report  that  it  sounded  like  an 
express  train  going  by. 

Within  an  hour  there  were  four  people 
up  on  my  roof  making  emergency  repairs: 
Mike  Jewett,  Ed  Colby,  Art  Adams,  and  Larry 
Eaton.  Nobody  called  them — they  just  ap1- 
peared  with  rolls  of  roofing,  bundles  of 
shingles,  plastic,  nails,   tc.  and  put  on 
enough  temporary  patches  to  prevent  further 
water  damage  in  the  house.  What  friends 
and  neighbors! 

After  the  emergency  repairs,  I  sudden- 
ly remembered  that  as  a  Library  Trustee 
I  should  go  up  and  see  how  much  damage  was 
done  at  the  library.  As  soon  as  I  turned 
up  South  Main  Street  at  the  Five  Corners, 
(maybe  150  feet  from  my  house,)  I  was  sud- 
denly in  an  area  where  there  was  no  damage 
at  all — no  trees  down,  not  even  leaves 
blown  off  the  trees.  And  of course  the 
library  was  fine. 


There  were  some  truly  weird  effects: 

•  Arlene  Hunt,  who  lives  about  300  yards 
from  me,  reports  that  she  had  a  yard  full 
of  shingles  (including  one  driven  into  the 
ground  so  far  it  couldn't  be  pulled  out). 
But  there  were  no  shingles  missing  from 
her  house!  and  she  thinks  they  were  prob- 
ably my  shingles. 

•  Some  of  my  window  panes  were  blown  out 
and  some  were  blown  in,  indicating  areas 
of  pressure  and  areas  of  vacuum,  which  I 
guess  are  characteristic  of  tornados. 

•  A  peach  tree  in  the  yard  is  missing — I 
can't  find  it  anywhere.   There  are  a  few 
green  peaches  on  the  ground  (it  was  going 
to  be  a  good  year  for  peaches),  but  I  don't 
know  where  the  tree  went  to.   I'll  have  to 
check  with  Arlene. 


•  Under  my  bed  (Idon't  clean  under  there 
too  often)  there  was  a  good  deal  of  dust, 
and  what  my  mother  used  to  call  "dust  kit- 
ties".  It's  clean  as  a  whistle  under  there 
now;  there  must  have  been  a  temporary  in- 
tense vacuum  which  pulled  the  panes  of 
glass  out  and  vacuumed  my  room  thoroughly 
in  a  small  fraction  of  a  second. 

So  it's  over  now.  Most  of  the  damage 
important  of  all,  nobody  got  hurt  in  the 
few  houses  that  were  damaged.   But  we  sure 
have  something  to  talk  about  I 

Jack  Jewett 


Fire  destroyed  the  main  recreation 
building  at  Camp  Anderson  early  Sunday  mor- 
ning, July  22nd,  closing  the  camp  for  the 
rest  of  the  summer. 

The  fire  was  discovered  about  12:30  when 
Paul  Dushku,  the  camp  waterfront  director, 
"heard  the  sound  of  fire",  said  William  No- 
wick,  camp  director.  Nowick,  taking  his 
"first  night  off  of  the  summer",  was  away 
from  camp  during  the  fire. 

The  basement  of  the  wood- framed  Dixon 
Hall  was  "fully  burning"  when  camp  officials 
notified  the  Shutesbury  Fire  Department, 
said  Nowick.   He  said  the  building  was 
"fully  involved"  when  firefighters  arrived. 

Wendell  and  Leverett  fire  departments 
joined  Shutesbury  in  battling  the  blaze  for' 
about  an  hour.   It  was  under  control  by 
2:00  a.m. 

According  to  an  earlier  report  made  by 
Wendell  fire  chief  Everett  Ricketts,  the 
fire  may  have  begun  in  the  cellar,  where 
arts  and  crafts  were  used.   It  burned  up- 
ward through  the  floor  and  completely  gutted 
the  building.   The  cause  is  still  unknown. 

About  30  weekend  campers,  asleep  at  the 
time,  were  sent  home  Sunday  afternoon.  No 
one  was  injured  in  the  fire. 

The  building  was  used  as  a  camp  store, 
for  arts  and  crafts  and  a  general  indoor 
recreation  area.  An  80  year  old  $8,000 
Steinway  piano  was  destroyed  by  the  blaze. 
Also  housed  in  the  building  were  sports 
and  maintenance  equipment. 

The  structure  remained  standing  after 
the  fire,  but  in  danger  of  collapsing.  No- 
wick said  he  planned  to  have  the  building's 
remains  knocked  down  and  cleared  away  by 
the  first  week  of  August.   The  Board  of 
Directors  hope  to  replace  the  building  with 
a  year-round  facility  available  for  winter 
use. 

The  independently  run  camp,  in  its  51st 
year  of  operation,  serves  youths  ages  7  to 
14.   The  season  runs  from  July  1  to  August 
10,  providing  camp  for  about  50  overnight 
campers  per  week,  from  as  close  by  as  Lev- 
erett and  Shutesbury,  to  as  far  away  as 
Virginia  and  New  York. 

Robert  Streeter 


Old  HoraeDciy  T\\dtoSpreaA 


Inside,    Siorles 

T&.2   Update. 
£Jrtr<2/<ajanzdL 
7%  si  i  tide.  Fiokt 

Aqtrit  Oranqe.  comincfio  1/Jende.lL 
To  ton  fleeting  Noiri 


rice 


r.3 

p.  3 

P-3 


Vol.  VII  No.  3 


CONTACT  STAFF 

Anne  Diemand 

4-6111 

Michael  Idoine 

4-2623 

Brenda  Vincent 

4-3981 

Donna  Huntington 

4-7645 

Helen  Grow 

4-3762 

Betty  Gage 

4-3195 

NEW  SALEM  CONTACT 
Jane  Sc'^enberg     4-  7532 


STAFF 


Bev  Cowdrick 
Kathy  Becker 
Teri  Nelson  Koehler 
Susan  DunLany 
Laurel  Wilson 


Gina  Caputo 
Christine  Heard 
Maryvonne  Kutsch 
Lisa  Aubin 
Jonathan  von  Ranson 


PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ed  Judice 

Don  Pugh 

Paul  Rezendes 

CONTRIBUTERS 


Myron  Becker 
David  Boatwright 
Ed  Chase 
Elsie  Diemand 
Jean  Esser 
Anna  Hartjens 
Rita  Farrell 


Marion  Herrick 
Everett  Rickets 
Charles  Smith 
Robert  Streeter 
Sylvia  Wetherby 
Harry  Williston 
Ann  Zak 


CONTRIBUTORS  FROM  NEW  SALEM 
Jack  Jewett    Paul  Bush 

Mary  Ann  Palmieri 
Althea  Gilmore  Nat  Needle 


Circulation:   375 

[Box  113,  Wendell,  MA  01379 
Printer:  Highland  Press,  Athol 
I Subscriptions:   Anne  Diemand 
(Advertising:   Gina  Caputo 
[Subscription  rate:   12  issues  for  $5.40 
— — a — — — i  i .  mmmmmm —— — 


Special  thanks  to  Bob  Ellis  for  the  masthead 
artwork. 

COUNCIL  ON  AGXNG 

The  Council  on  Aging  will  meet  every 
month  on  the  last  Tuesday  at  12:30  at  Wen- 
dell Town  Hall. 

A  survey  is  forthcoming  with  a  potluck 
supper  being  planned  for  September.   Details 
will  be  sent  to  Senior  Citizens  and  the 
council  is  hopeful  of  a  good  response.   The 
Council  on  Aging  consists  of  Gladys  Powling, 
Chairman;  Elsie  Diemand  and  Kenneth  Simos. 
Any  Senior  Citizen  with  questions  may  call 
anyone  of  the  above  and  answers  will  be 
sought. 
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I  NOTICE  ! 

Due  to  the  overwhelming  demand  and  suc- 
cess of  the  recent  9-town  housing  rehabili- 
tation grant  that  Wendell  participated  in 
during  the  past  two  years,  the  town,  in 
partnership  with  Erving,  has  recently  been 
awarded  a  $378,000  one-year  housing  rehab- 
ilitation grant  for  low  and  moderate  income 
owner-occupants  and  rental  housing  from  the 
Executive  Office  of  Community  Development. 

If  you  didn't  get  around  to  fixing  up 
your  house  last  year,  you've  got  another 
chance  to  replace  the  furnace,  insulate, 
repair  holes  in  the  walls  or  whatever  before 
winter  sets  in.   Sometime  this  fall,  pro- 
bably in  late  September  or  October,  Admin- 
istrative Assistant  Deb  Radway  will  be  hol- 
ding special  office  hours  to  help  people 
file  housing  rehabilitation  loan  applica- 
tions.  The  no-interest  loans  will  be  avail- 
able to  a  minimum  of  20  housing  units  in 
Wendell,  at  an  average  rehab  cost  of  $10,000 
each.  Loans  will  be  made  on  a  direct  or  de- 
ferred basis,  depending  upon  household  in- 
come levels. 

Persons  interested  in  seeking  these  loans 
are  advised  to  contact  Deb  Radway  at  the 
Wendell  Town  Hall  on  Wednesday  mornings,  or 
at  Erving  Town  Hall  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays 
for  more  information. 


open  for  Worship 

The  Wendell  Church  is  open  to  all  prac- 
ticing Christians  and  we  welcome  every  sin- 
cere seeker  after  the  truth. 

Because  we  are  the  only  Christian  Church 
in  Wendell  all  denominations  may  come  to 
worship  God  together  Sunday  mornings  at 
10:30. 

Those  who  attend  together  with  our  pas- 
tor, Jim  Ewen,  determine  the  direction  of 
the  church  and  the  style  of  service.   More 
people  and  ideas  are  needed,  as  well  as 
folks  who  can  help  carry  through  new  pro- 
jects.  Our  policy  is  loosely  governed  by 
the  worldwide  denomination  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  more  specifically  guided 
by  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the  needs  of 
our  community.   In  order  to  serve  the  com- 
munity we  must  hear  from  a  larger  number  of 
people.   Join  us  and  let  us  hear  from  you. 
Our  monthly  schedule  follows  this  pat- 
tern: 

First  Sunday:   Communion  with  Rev.  James 

Ewen.   Monthly  meeting  following  church 

service. 

Second  Sunday:   Check  the  notice  board 

(or  make  a  suggestion) 

Third  Sunday:   Rev.  James  Ewen 

Last  Sunday:   Spiritual  potluck 

Our  newest  addition  to  the  schedule  is 
Pot  Luck.   Each  member  brings  a  prayer, 
scripture,  lesson,  poem,  story  or  problem 
to  share.   Those  of  us  who  have  participated 
in  Spritual  Pot  Luck  find  it  a  meaningful 
experience.  We  get  to  know  each  other  and 
God  in  a  much  more  personal  way.  None  of 
us  claim  to  have  all  the  answers  but  by 
sharing  our  questions  we  are  learning. 
Remember  "The  Church  is  not  a  country  club 
for  saints  but  a  hospital  for  sinners." 
See  you  in  Church. 


Land  Transfers 

5-4-84  Jonathan  von  Ranson  to  Allyn  and 
Judith  Benedict,  2  acres  on  Thompson  Rd. 


Birth* 


Christopher  John  Davis  was  born  on  July 
11.1984  in  Greenfield.  Congratulations  to 
Mary  Ellen  and  Edward  Davis  of  Plain  Road. 

Crystal  Ann  Waters  was  born  on  May  29,  1984 
at  home  in  Wendell  Depot.   Congratulations 
to  Candy  Walker  and  Peter  Waters. 


New  Admmistralive  /bsistant 


Deborah  Radway,  of  Montague  Center,  has 
recently  been  appointed  Wendell's  new  Admin- 
istrative Assistant.   She  can  generally  be 
.found  on  Wednesday  mornings  in  Town  Hall, 
working  in  the  Selectmen's  Office.  As  the 
Shared  Administrative  Assistant  for  the 
towns  of  Northfield,  Warwick,  Erving  and 
Wendell,  Deb's  duties  are  to  aide  the  Se- 
lectmen in  managing  the  towns,  and  maintain- 
ing contact  with  state  and  local  officials. 

A  couple  of  the  projects  Deb  is  currently 
working  on  in  Wendell  are  the  brand  new 
Erving-Wendell  Community  Development  Block 
Grant  for  Housing  Rehabilitation,  the  feasi- 
bility of  a  Wendell  area  wood  products  in- 
dustry, and  financing  possibilities  for  road 
repair,  town  commons  improvement  and  the 
construction  of  a  new  highway  garage.   Deb 
is  most  eager  to  meet  town  residents  and 
identify  projects  that  she  can  work  on  in 
upcoming  months.  Her  regular  office  hours 
in  Wendell  are  Wednesday  mornings  from  9  to 
12:30,  and  she  welcomes  interruptions  and 
visitors.   Do  Drop  In! 


F7re  Log 


6-9  Diesel  Engine  Fire  at  Farley  Cross- 
ing. 

6-15  Fire  at  Daphne  Tuthill's  teepee  on 
Lock  Hill  Rd. 

7-22  Fire  at  Dixon  Hall  at  Camp  Anderson 


Police  Log 


6-7  Break-in  at  old  Bourbeau  residence  on 
Erving  side  of  Wendell. 

6-9  Cabin  broken  into  on  Bullard  Pasture 
Rd. 

6-17  Family  disturbance;  problem  resolved, 

6-18  Shoplifting  incident  at  Wendell  Cou- 
ntry Store. 

6-24   1  car  accident  on  Depot  Rd. 

6-28  Accidental  shooting  on  Montague  Rd. 
one  person  injured. 

6-29  Family  disturbance;  problem  resolved 

7-2  Family  disturbance;  problem  resolved 

7-7  Executed  search  warrant  on  residence 
on  Monte gue  Rd. 

7-7  Shoplifting  incident  at  Wendell  Coun- 
try Store. 

7-9  Frank  Dorman  reported  the  gas  line  on 
his  pickup  truck  had  been  cut. 

7-13  Family  disturbance;  problem  resolved 

7-18  Arrested  Carlos  Perez  on  Montague 
Rd.  on  warrants  from  Northampton. 
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■Route  2  EFFORT 

ENLISTS  -BI0L0GT5  St  RIVER 

Trout  were  striking  intermittently  at 
stonefly  larvae  and  a  year-old  salmon  was 
surfacing  and  diving  in  a  sunny  riffle  with 
a  businesslike  flick  of  its  tail  as  Myron 
Becker  and  I  showed  two  fisheries  biolo- 
gists some  of  the  more  outstanding  features 
of  the  Millers  River  through  Wendell  re- 
cently. 

Boyd  Kynard  of  the  U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife 
Service  had  never  seen  this  part  of  the 
Millers  before.   "You  have  some  of  the  best 
salmon  habitat  in  the  Northeast  here,"  he 
exclaimed.  David  Halliwell  of  the  state's 
counterpart  agency  was  already  familiar 
with  the  Millers  and  its  tributaries  from  a 
sampling  program  he  is  carrying  out.  He 
said  he  had  learned  something  from  Myron's 
accounts  of  fishing  the  newly  revived  river, 
particularly  in  the  avid  fisherman's  decla- 
ration that  the  river  sustains  a  year- 
round  population  of  trout. 

The  river  inspection  was  one  of  the 
behind-the-scenes  activities  last  month  in 
the  ongoing  drama  of  the  Route  2  fight.   In 
ideal  summer  weather,  we  toured  the  area 
where  Whetstone  and  Osgood  Brooks  join  the 
Millers,  climbed  the  steep  bank  across  from 
Erving  Center  to  see  the  steepness  of  the 
mountainside  along  which  the  highway  was 
proposed,  and  checked  in  at  Farley  where  the 
former  Erving  landfill  sits  shut  down  along- 
side the  river,  digesting  what  may  be  haz- 
ardous wastes.   The  dump,  right  in  the  pro- 
posed path,  has  an  unknown  effect  on  the 
river  biology. 

Overall,  Kynard  sees  sedimentation  of 
the  river  bottom  by  soil  eroded  during  and 
after  construction  as  one  of  the  chief 
hazards  to  the  salmon  of  putting  Route  2 
through  Wendell.   He  emphasized  the  econo- 
mic potential  of  sport  salmon  fishing  in  the 
area.   "People  have  no  idea  of  the  economic 
potential  of  a  salmon  fishery,"  he  said. 

Halliwell  is  concerned  mainly  with  any 
possible  damage  to  the  Millers'  tributaries. 
His  studies  revealed  that  virtually  all  the 
southern  (Wendell)  tributaries  have  under- 
gone dramatic  changes  in  both  the  species 
they  support  and  the  acidity  of  the  water, 
comparing  1983  data  with  that  from  1953. 
Native,  non-game  fish  have  virtually  dis- 
appeared. Over  the  same  30-year  period, 
there  was  a  significantly  less  change  in 
streams  flowing  into  the  Millers  from  the 
north  bank.  He  hesitates  to  speculate,  but 
he  theorized  that  it  might  be  due  to  a 
greater  capacity  of  the  soil  on  the  north 
bank  —  which  faces  south  —  to  buffer  acid 
rain.   Channeling  and  culverting  the  brooks 
and  any  significant  increases  in  water  tem- 
perature are  factors  to  be  concerned  with, 
he  said. 

Halliwell,  a  doctoral  candidate  in  fish- 
eries biology,  said  the  state  is  consider- 
ing using  Wendell's  Whetstone  Brook  for  an 
experimental  attempt  to  reduce  the  acidity 
of  the  water  with  limestone  and  learn  if 
this  will  allow  the  native  species  to  re- 
turn.  If  so,  it  would  provide  evidence  of 
a  cause-and-ef feet  link  between  fish  dis- 
appearance and  increased  acidity.   The  evi- 
dence is  now  largely  circumstantial. 

In  other  Route  2-related  matters,  the 
Route  2  Environmental  Coalition  met  in 
Boston  on  July  16  with  high  state  officials 
after  Priscilla  Chapman  of  the  Sierra  Club 
requested  a  meeting  with  the  Governor.   In- 
stead, Gov.  Dukakis  arranged  the  meeting 
with  his  Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs, 
James  Hoyte;  the  director  of  the  Governor's 
Office  on  Economic  Development,  Al  Raine; 
and  Transportation  Secretary  Frederick 
Salvucci.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting, 
which  was  largely  inconclusive,  there  will 
be  another  get-together,  perhaps  during  the 
Governor's  visit  to  Western  Massachusetts 
August  8-10.        ^   Jonathan  von  Ranson 


Extravaganza  of  the:  year 
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Preparations  for  the  Fall  Harvest  Dinner 
and  Concert  with  Steven  Schoenberg  are  well 
underway,  and  it  promises  to  be  no  ordinary 
event. 

Garden  beds  all  over  Wendell  were  special- 
ly planted  two  months  ago  to  grace  the 
tables  in  Old  Deerfield  with  the  best  fresh 
vegetables  possible;  goats  are  being  pamper- 
ed for  their  prize  cheese — chevre;  sewing 
machines  hum  as  they  begin  to  turn  out 
linens  for  tables  and  laps;  home  carpentry 
shops  are  creating  serving  boards  and  can- 
dlesticks. 

Chairperson  Susan  DunLany  and  her  commit- 
tee of  gourmet  cooks — Bev  Cowdrick,  Dale 
Kowacki  and  Brenda  Vincent — have  been  re- 
searching, taste-testing  and  creating  the 
recipes  along  with  organizing  this  elaborate 
evening  of  fine  food  and  music. 

It  is  all  leading  up  to  one  of  the  most 
talked  about  fund-raising  events  for  the 
Route  2  Environmental  Coalition  and  the 
preservation  of  Bear  Mountain.  The  accom- 
panying invitation  sample  gives  details  as 
well  as  the  final  menu  chosen.  Wendell 
readers  are  hereby  cordially  invited,  as  the 
committee  could  not  possibly  have  mailed 
personal  invitations  to  everyone  in  the  area. 
The  dinner  is  not  being  advertised,  but  in- 
stead, invitations  are  going  out  to  people 
who  have  been  actively  supporting  the  cause 
and  to  known  environmentalists. 

Yes,  it  is  expensive.  But  local  people 
are  urged  to  splurge  on  an  evening  of  ele- 
gant dining  and  beautiful  music.  And  what 
could  be  a  more  pleasurable  way  to  help  say 
no  to  the  State  Highway  Department's  unnec- 
essary intrusion  into  a  protected  environ- 
ment— our  State  Forest. 

The  reward  will  be  both  immediate  and 
long-term! 
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Old  Home,  Da 
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July  21st  gave  rise  to  a  grey  sort  of 
day,  cool  and  cloudy  and  indecisive  as  to 
whether  it  would  rain  or  not.  Every  one 
and  everything  was  set  to  go — rain  or 
shine — Old  Home  Day  was  on  and  started  at 
10:30  sharp  with  the  Ben  Stacey  Footrace. 
The  day  unfolded  into  other  events  like 
the  lumberman's  contest,  the  circus  parade 
children's  contests,  auction,  and  arts  and 
crafts  exhibits.   The  rain  held  off  until 
everyone  had  settled  into  the  town  hall 
and  was  being  superbly  entertained  by 
mimes  Jody  Scalise,  Jack  Golden  and  Sam 
Kilbourne.   This  dynamic  trio  held  a  hall 
full  of  people  captive  with  their  antics, 
acrobatics  and  sheer  elegance  of  movement. 
Following  them  was  an  hour  of  magic  and  a 
chicken  barbeque .   Sounds  from  the  Lynne 
Memorial  Quintet  with  Nat  Needle  rounded 
off  the  day.   They  filled  the  night  with 
a   wonderful  selection  of  music  from  the 
30 's  on  up. 

Jane  Schoenberg 
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Nancy  Grossman 

Acupressure  Practitioner 
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Wendell  Old  HomeDay 

Wendell  Old  Home  Day  became  doubly  event- 
ful this  year  by  the  addition  of  an  outdoor 
music  festival  the  next  day  to  benefit  the 
Route  2  fight.   For  two  days  of  cooperative 
weather — hazy  skies  with  a  cooling  breeze — 
races  followed  treasure  hunts  followed  vol- 
leyball games  and  parades. .. friends  were 
reunited  and  families  united  in  good  times. 
There  was  one  of  Wendell's  chief  products 
in  abundance:  music.  And,  one  is  tempted 
to  add,  babies. 

Stringing  together  the  impressions  of 
the  two  days,  which  were  indeed  a  double 
date  on  many  calendars,  many  will  remember 
haircuts  on  the  Common... a  silvery  1935 
Plymouth... a  mother  dancing  with  her  baby 
and  a  man  with  his  dog... dozens  of  indivi- 
dualistic expressions  in  dance  and  dress... 
chicken  barbeque. . .Myron's  Yakatori. . .beer 
in  Dixie  cups... an  outstanding  natural 
foods  concession  at  the  concert... a  chil- 
dren's wonderland  across  the  field  of  Swal- 
low Rise  Farm  created  out  of  hay,  poles  and 
old  truck  tires  by  Josh  Dostis  and  Apollo 
and  staffed  by  Waffles  and  Dottie  Cleveland 
...personalities  in  sound  that  go  under  the 
names  of  Outerspace,  the  Shades,  Loose  Ca- 
boose, Jeff,  Judy  and  Fred,  Eric  and  Dean 
...ivories  tickled  terrifically  by  Steven 
Schoenberg  and  Nat  Needle. . .Perry  Howarth 
as_-£tray  Dog  warming  up  a  still-sparse 
crowd  at  the  music  festival. . .massage  prac- 
titioners prodding  and  kneading  their  will- 
ing victims. . .and  overall,  hundreds  of  ex- 
cellent members  of  the  human  species  taking 
a  fun  break  from  their  main  occupations  of 
trying  to  make  a  living,  a  name,  an  impact, 


65" more  photos  displayed  at 
VJ'  Country  Siore  .  3 %  *S~*    and 
enlargements    "for  sate,  by  ordt-r. 

KLONDIKE  SOUND  CO. 

Professional  Sound  Systems 

SALES         -         RENTALS 

STAGE  MANAGEMENT 

John  "Klondike"  Koehler 

617-544-2744 

WENDELl,  MA.  01379 


or  just  sense  of  things  at  a  time  in  a  town 
and  a  world  when  complancency  vies  schizo- 
phrencially  with  concern. 

Beneath  the  steeple  of  the  Wendell  Cen- 
ter Church,  which  has  established  contact 
with  a  sister  city  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
children  pawed  for  quarters  hidden  in  saw- 
dust— some  for  hours  until  dusk.   In  the 
basement  of  the  library,  cartoons  alterna- 
ted with  a  slide  show  describing  the  threat 
of  relocating  Route  2  to  Bear  Mountain.  At 
the  music  festival,  dancers  hunkered  down 
to  the  beat  while  Mary  Wentworth,  candidate 
for  Congress  and  the  only  candidate  for 
public  office  to  appear,  warned  a  small 
cluster  of  listeners  about  the  costs  of 
powering  an  economic  recovery  by  allowing 
the  further  concentration  of  wealth  and 
control.   As  she  spoke,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  Wendell  families  affected  by  the  de- 
mise of  Union  Twist  Drill  in  Athol  (a  re- 
mote and  inconsequential  division  of  Litton 
Industries)  took  orders  for  hamburgers  at 
one  of  the  food  concessions. 

For  the  weekend,  though,  it  was  fun  on 
behalf  of  just  the  right  amount  of  serious 
purposes:  neighborly  shoulder-rubbing  and 
hugs  and  smiles  of  friendship  in  the  lull 
between  planting  and  harvest  are  always 
purpose  enough  in  themselves. 

The  successful  continuation  of  fundrais- 
ing  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Route  2  fight 
from  the  music  festival — less  heavily  at- 
tended than  hoped,  but  still  a  plus — was  a 
bonus  of  the  weekend.  Anne  Zak,  fundrais- 
ing  chairman  for  the  Route  2  Environmental 
Coalition,  reported  over  $  I.Joo    was 
raised  that  weekend  for  the  legal  fund  to 
protect  Wendell  State  Forest  and  Wendell 
from  the  highway  project. 

And  the  weekend's  other  Anne — Anne  Die- 
mand,  coordinator  of  Old  Home  Day,  said 
crowds  and  profits  by  concessionaires,  in- 
dicated it  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
Old  Home  Days  yet. 


WWeUs  Old  H&meD&y  Bara^e. 
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Town '  s  Fight  Against  Pesticides 


I  have  often  been  asked  in  these  past 
few  months,  why  Wendell  (population  693, 
and  one  of  the  Commonwealth's  three  poorest 
towns)  has  committed  a  relatively  large 
portion  of  its  meager  resources  to  this 
attempt  to  defend  its  right  to  regulate 
pesticide  use  within  its  boundaries.   It  is 
not  a  fight  of  a  few  individuals,  but  one 
initiated  and  supported  by  a  large  majority 
of  Wendell's  residents,  as  evidenced  by 
successive  overwhelming  Town  Meeting  votes. 
The  reasons  vary  from  the  intensely  personal 
outrage  of  a  woman,  three  months  pregnant, 
accidently  sprayed  during  routine  powerline 
weed  control,  to  the  cooly  abstract  convic- 
tion that  towns  must  have  the  widest  auth- 
ority to  ensure  the  health  of  their  popul- 
lace. 

As  a  member  of  the  Selectboard  of  the 
Town  of  Wendell,  I  am  not  sanguine  about 
the  efficacy  of  the  existing  regulatory 
structure  in  safe-guarding  the  public  healtlj. 
Both  conceptually,  and  in  its  implementa- 
tion, the  regulatory  structure  falls  far 
short  of  what  is  necessary  for  a  modicum 
of  effective  oversight.  Local  governments 
have  a  legitimate  role  to  play  in  the  regu- 
lation of  pesticide  use.   If  the  wellbeing 
of  our  communities  and  environment  is  to  be 
insured,  the  void' left  by  the  incomplete 
Federal  and  State  regulation  must  be  filled. 
In  this  regard,  it  is  imperative  that  the 
towns  and  cities  of  Massachusetts  retain 
their  authority  to  be  the  guardians  of  last 
resort  of  our  commonweal. 

It  is  irrational  to  give  to  the  local 
Boards  of  Health  responsibility  for  the 
protection  of  the  general  public  health 
while  severely  circumscribing  their  power 
to  effectively  deal  with  exactly  those  acti- 
vities which  have  great  potential  to  harm 
the  health  and  wellbeing  of  their  communi- 
ties.  Although  legislation  may  be  enacted 
to  attempt  to  preempt  local  oversight  of 
pesticide  use,  the  daunting  local  health 
problems,  associated  .with  this  use,  wiJLl. re- 
main to  be  addressed.  A  course  which 
strengthens  local  oversight  in  order  to 
minimize  the  occurrance  of  pesticide  abuse 
is  far  the  wiser. 

The  greatest  threat  posed  by  indiscri- 
minate pesticide  use  is  the  degradation  of 
groundwater,  and  by  extension,  of  the  water 
drawn  for  human  consumption.  Many  aquifers 
and  groundwater  basins  extend  into  neighbor- 
ing towns,  and  the  protection  of  these  re- 
sources is  by  necessity  an  inter-town  or 
even  regional  imperative.   Historically  in 
the  four  Western  Massachusetts  counties, 
the  impetus  for  such  multi-town,  regional 
and  county  approaches  to  problem-solving 
has  come  from  the  towns  themselves.   It  is 
well  to  note  that  whether  with  respect  to 
schools,  transportation,  public  health, 
building  inspection,  waste  management,  muni' 
cipal  administration  or  economic  develop- 
ment, the  search  for  cooperative  solutions 
to  perceived  problems  has  sprung  not  from 
the  state  or  federal  governments,  but  from 
the  local  entities. 

Wendell  has  neither  the  desire  nor 
the  resources  to  establish  its  own  labora= 
tory  to  test  the  safety  of  the  chemical 
preparations  to  which  we  would  be  exposed. 
There  is,  indeed,  no  necessity  to  do  so, 
since,  by  acting  cooperatively  with  our 
neighbors,  we  can  assess  secondary  and 
tertiary  sources  of  such  research  as  it 
applies  to  our  particular  situation.  Based 
upon  these  evaluation,  appropriate  regula- 
tory standards  can  be  implemented  to  safe- 
guard the  health  of  our  citizenry.   State 
and  federal  guidelines,  while  having  a  lim- 
ited utility  as  a  data  base-line,  perforce 
suffer  from  dealing  almost  exclusively  with 
statistical  averages.  While  a  fifty  foot 
buffer  zone  around  a  private  well  may  be 
considered  adequate  under  average  soil, 
water  and  slope  conditions,  such  a  safety 
zone  is  ludecrously  ineffective  in  the 
thin  well-drained  soil,   high  water  table, 
shallow  ledge  depth  and  steep  slope  condi- 


tions that  prevail  in  much  of  Wendell.  A 
public  policy  insensitive  enough  to  con- 
demn Wendell's  residents  to  increased  ex- 
posure to  these  potentially  damaging  chem- 
icals, simply  because  our  soil,  hydrology 
and  topography  happen  not  to  be  "average" 
is  public  policy  gone  awry.  A  public  pol- 
icy which  precludes  the  legitimate  local 
oversight  and  regulation  of  pesticide  use 
within  a  town's  boarders  is  a  public  poli- 
cy innured  by  arrogance  to  the  concerned 
voices  speaking  for  caution  and  restraint. 
Because  of  the  longlasting  and  severe 
health  and  environmental  effects  poten- 
tially arising  from  the  misuse  of  pestici- 
des, it  is  of  utmost  importance  that  their 
application  be  subject  to  oversight  close 
enough  to  prevent  their  misuse.   Clearly, 
the  funding  and  staffing  levels  at  both 
the  federal  and  state  level  are  insuffi- 
cient by  far  to  ensure  such  scrutiny. 
The  Mass.  EPA  recently  doubled  its  field 
inspection  staff:  to  four  inspectors. 
These  four  individuals  are  responsible 
for  minitoring,  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, all  activities  currently  falling 
under  MEPA  jurisdiction.   The  routine 
monitoring  for  compliance  to  existing  pe- 
sticide regulations  is  of  exceedingly  low 
priority.   In  the  face  of  such  limited 
state  and  federal  supervisory  resources, 
the  burden  of  protecting  the  health  of 
the  people  and  environment  of  the  Common- 
wealth must  devolve  upon  the  localities. 
It  is  rather  a  measured  and  consistant 
response  evinced  by  the  very  real  threat 
represented  by  the  effectively  under- 
regulated  use  of  pesticides  within  our 


town.  Ultimately,  it  is  the  Town  and  its 
people  who  will  bear  the  burden  of  any 
ill-considered  pesticide  use.  It  can  only 
be  just  that  the  Town  be  allowed  to  exert 
its  full  authority  in  order  to  minimize 
such  abuse. 

James  P.  Slavas 
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Agent    Orange 


,omin< 


to  UJendell  Soon  ! 


Donald  Quintiliani  ,  the  General  Sup- 
ervisor of  the  B.  &  0.  informs  us  of  theii 
intention  to  spray  herbicides  all  along 
the  railroad  right-of-way  from  Farley 
eastwards  to  the  Depot.  The  Velsicol 
Chemical  Corp.  spray,  BANVEL  -  720,  con- 
tains 3  dimethylamine  salts  as  active  in- 
gredients:  24.58%  is  dimethylamine  salt 
of  2,  4  dichloroghenoxyacetic  acid  (com- 
monly called  "2,  4  D"),  12.82  %  is  dimeth- 
ylamine salt  of  dicamba  (3,6  dichloro-0- 
anisicacid);  and  3.19%  are  dimethylamino 
salts  of  related  acids.  He  avers  that 
State  and  federal  laws  are  to  be  observed. 

CAUTION ! 
"Harmful  if  swallowed.  Avoid  contact 
with  skin,  eyes,  and  clothing.  In  case  of 
contact,  wash  exposed  skin  with  plenty  of 
soap  and  water;  fluch  eyes  with  plenty  of 
water  for  at  least  15  minutes  and  get  med- 
ical attention.  Keep  out  of  reach  of 
children." 

Those  wary  of  horror-story  effects  of 
2,4  D  upon  the  skin,  and  teralogenesis 
associated  with  Agent  Orange,  may  be 
assured  that  the  spraying  is  done  by 
Railroad  Weed  Control  of  Westfield.  Mr. 
Quintiliani  may  be  reached  for  comment  at 
Iron  Horse-Park,  No.  Billerica,  MA. ,01862. 

Further  information  about  the  spray 
may  be  had  from  Velsical  Chem.  Corp.  341 
E.  Ohio  St.  ,  Chicago,  111.  60611. 

Documentation  of  the  effects  of  2,4D 
upon  Vietnam  vets  was  recorded  in  the 
movie  Secret  Agent  by  Dan  Keller  of 
Wendell,  whose  wife,  Ms.  Nina  Keller,  is 
our  Town's  Hazardous  Waste  Coordinator. 

Charles  Thompson  Smith 
Conservation  Commission 


typist  note:  Any  spelling  errors  of  the 
chemicals  are  probably  mine  and  not  Mr. 
Smith's.  SDL 
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SPECIALIZING 

IN  USED 
FoMoCo  PARTS 


Largest  Selection 
Of  Fiesta  Parts 
In  New  England! 

including(-°ddesrs 

LI  C1AI       \   RADIATOR  SUPPORTS 
II    CW        /   WINDSHIELDS 
I    RADIATORS 


We  have  a  very  large  selection  of  Fords.  A  few  1930's  &  1940's- 
quite  a  lot  of  1950's,  extensive  choice  of  1960's  &  1970's. 


800-922-8494 
617-544-8502 


Mormon  Hollow  Auto 

Mormon  Hollow  Rd. 


Mon.-Sat.  9  am  to  5  pm 

Sunday -1  to  4  p.m.  Wendell,  Mass. 


DELIVERING 

WESTERN  MASS. 

Tues.  &  Thurs. 

EASTERN  MASS.: 

Mon.,  Weds.,  Fri. 


MILE  of  COUNTRY    ROAD         $  MaitMe for 


leading  to  the  meadow  whe're  my  bees  are 
kept.   The  road  continues  climbing,  steep 
and  straight,  and  finally  levels  off  by  a 
hay  field,  one  of  the  finest  for  star  ga- 
zing. A  few  more  steps  and  the  mile  is 
over,  the  canopy  removed  for  wires,  the  road 
a  bit  wider. 

The  mile  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  our 
friendship  exists  because  pavement  and  util- 
ity poles  do  not.   To  continue  paving  new 
roads  is  to  continue  the  illusion  of  unlim- 
ited, cheap  transportation  based  on  a  non- 
renewable resource.   We  have  paved  enough 
roads ,  and  it  is  time  to  recognize  our  lim- 
its and  live  within  them.  Our  time  and 
energy  should  be  spent  on  maintenance  of 
existing  roads  while  learning  to  adopt 
transportation  which  is  ecologically  sound. 
We  can  also  help  by  developing  a  lifestyle 
less  dependent  on  transportation,  and  buy- 
ing locally  produced  goods. 

My  sentiment  towards  utility  poles  re- 
sembles that  of  new  pavement.  Poles  are  an 
aesthetic  failure,  but  my  objections  run 
deeper  than  that.  Many  of  them  represent 
the  same  dependence  on  non-renewable  re- 
sources as  our  transportation  problems,  and 
we  continue  to  string  them  across  the  land. 
We  often  turn  to  technology  for  answers  when 
we  need  go  no  further  than  ourselves  and  our 
lifestyles.  We  can  live  with  limits,  and 
live  with  less. 

I  turn  and  head  back  down  the  mile, 
hoping  our  friendship  is  a  long  one. 

-  Bob  Streeter 

reprinted  from  the  Berkshire 
Eagle,  7/19/84 


The  Wendell  Arts  Council  encourages  all 
residents  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  visual,  performing  applied  arts  or 
literature  to  apply  for  grant  money. 

In  order  to  be  eligible,  you  must: 

1.  Have  at  least  one  year  experience 

2.  Show  samples 

3.  Have  a  public  showing 

4.  Be  non-profit 

5.  Not  be  for  religious  purposes 

6.  Not  use  grant  to  replace  other  fund- 
ing 

7.  Use  grant  for  purchase  of  materials 
or  services 

All  materials  and  artwork  remain  the  pror- 
perty  of  the  artist. 

The  Arts  Council  has  applications  for  any 
interested  individuals  or  groups;  your  dead- 
line is  October  first. 

We  receive  grants  twice  a  year  and  will 
choose  from  all  who  apply  that  which  we  think 
will  best  serve  the  towns  people. 

To  receive  your  application  or  for  fur- 
ther information,  contact  Phylis  Lawrence, 
Old  Egypt  Rd.,  Shutesbury,  MA  0  1072  (413- 
367-2175)  or  Anne  Diemand  544-6111. 


swimming  cERTiFicms 

Notice:   Those  children  who  did  not  pick  up 
swimming  certificates  at  the_lalce  may  get 
them  from  Sylvia  Wetherby  at  her  house  or 
at  Old  Home  Day. 


There  is  one  mile  of  Lock  Hill  Road 

which  is  like  no  other.  A  topographic  map 
reveals  little  of  the  mile's  character,  the 
qualities  that  set  it  apart.  Our  cabin  sits 
alone  within  the  mile,  halfway  up  the  hill. 
To  fully  experience  this  mile  you  must  walk 
it,  step  by  step,  forsaking  machines  of 
metal  and  glass.   I  often  walk  this  stretch 
to  visit  neighbors,  digest  a  meal,  or  check 
the  road  after  a  heavy  July  storm.   I  am  the 
self-appointed  caretaker  of  the  mile.   It  is 
my  favorite  mile,  and  I  like  it  just  the  way 
it  is. 

Three  things  become  apparent  as  I  fork 
left  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  just  past 
the  old  cemetary.   The  road  is  one  lane  of 
gravel,  I  am  climbing  and  utility  poles  are 
absent.   The  absence  of  poles  leaves  a  beau- 
tiful canopy  to  shade  the  road.  It  is  dark, 
cool  and  cozy.   The  sides  are  thick  with 
ferns,  including  bracken,  lady  and  cinnamon. 
Patches  of  sunlight  penetrate  the  canopy, 
illuminating  fronds  and  their  shades  of 
green.  Behind  the  ferns  are  old  stone 
walls,  testament  to  the  sweat  of  our  ances- 
tors. 

At  one  eighth  of  a  mile  the  road  bends 
right  at  a  tiny  pond,  usually  dry  by  August. 
The  climb  is  steepest  here,  the  road  is 
darkest,  both  sides  lined  with  hemlock. 
After  one  hundred  feet  the  road  again  curves 
right,  still  climbing.   I  am  now  high  enough 
to  see  Ames  Hill  in  the  distance,  or  watch 
a  summer  sunset. 

Bending  back  to  the  left,  I  walk  past 
the  cabin  encountering  the  last  sharp  turn 
in  the  mile.   It  is  blind  and  to  the  left. 
At  this  point  a  trail  intersects  the  road, 
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hioun-fetcn  hike    race 


The  woods  of  Bear  Mountain  will  be  hum- 
ming with  the  whoosh  of  racing  bicycles  and 
the  cheers  of  onlookers.  Wendell  State  For- 
est is  the  site  for  the  biggest  fat-tire 
race  Saturday,  Aug.  18  and  Sunday,  Aug.  19 
from  9  am  to  4  pm.   George  Wallace,  manager 
of  Peloton  Bikes  in  Amherst,  said  entrants 
are  coming  from  as  far  away  as  California. 
He  is  hoping  that  there  will  be  many  local 
entrants  as  well. 

There  will  be  four  events:   an  uphill 
race,  a  downhill  race,  an  off-road  race  and 
observed  trials  racing.   Cash  prizes  of  up 
to  $1,000  will  be  awarded  to  the  top  ten 
riders  who  win  the  greatest  number  of  points. 
These  prizes  are  for  open  expert  class  win- 
ners who  must  compete  in  all  four  events. 

There  are  other  class  events  as  well  for 
novice,  veterans — 35+,  and  women.   These 
races  will  be  on  Sunday  and  there  will  be 
merchandising  prizes.   Mr.  Wallace  noted 
that  more  prize  money  has  come  in  recently 
and  there  will  also  be  prizes  for  "preems" — 
races  within  each  race — the  second  over  the 
line,  etc. 

Volunteers  are  wanted  for  marshalling 
corners  and  for  judging.   Call  or  visit 
Peloton  for  volunteering  or  for  registra- 
tion forms.   The  fee  is  $15,  and  registra- 
tion will  also  be  available  at  the  start  of 
the  event  Saturday.   The  race  is  sponsored 
by  Ross  Bicycles,  New  York. 
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TheTrish  Wake. 

Saying  goodbye  to  an  old  friend  is  always 
hard.   But  saying  goodbye  to  Arnold  Charters 
was  especially  difficult  for  me  because  I 
was  almost  300  miles  away. 

Arnold  was  88,  and  the  oldest  member  of 
my  commune  in  New  Jersey  where  I  lived  for 
four  very  memorable  years.   When  my  group 
of  friends  and  I  decided  to  buy  a  huge  old 
mansion  in  economically-depressed  Plain- 
field,  the  previous  owners  asked  if  one  old 
man  could  be  allowed  to  stay  in  his  room. 
The  big  house  had  become  a  boarding  house 
some  25  years  before,  and  Mr.  Charters,  a 
retired  New  York  lawyer,  had  been  in  the 
same  room  for  that  quarter  of  a  century. 
Although  we  were  anxious  to  take  over  the 
whole  place,  redecorate,  lighten  and  fill 
the  old  house  with  our  energy,  we  said  yes 
to  the  man  who  had  been  more  or  less  a  her- 
mit there  all  those  years. 

We  very  soon  learned  what  a  wise  choice 
we  had  made.  Arnold  opened  his  heart  and 
his  room  to  all  of  us,  and  it  became  the 
hub  of  much  of  the  philosophic  and  social 
all-nighters  of  the  house.   He  was  father, 
mentor,  agitator,  comedian  and  even  son  to 
us;  as  we  grew  and  changed,  so  did  he.  He 
was  revitalized  by  our  presence  and  he  was 
very  much  a  part  of  all  of  our  lives  and  of 
the  household. 

Laughter  was  one  of  Arnold's  pet  loves 
and  along  with  many  emotions,  his  room  often 
rang  with  his  booming  belly  laughs.  He 
taught  us  what  an  Irish  wake  was  when  his 
brother  died,  and  then  again  when  a  house- 
member's  parent  died.   Drink,  loosen  up, 
laugh  and  remember  the  good  times  you  had 
with  that  dear  friend.   How  the  room  rocked 
those  nights  when  Irish  whiskey  and  wit 
helped  the  dear  deceased  seem  present  with 
us. 

When  I  got  news  the  other  day  that  my  old 
friend  Arnold  was  hours  away  from  death  and 
not  to  regain  consciousness,  I  knew  what  he 
would  want  me  to  do  — I  bought  a  bottle  of 
whiskey  and  shared  my  memories  of  Arnold 
with  my  friends  here  in  Wendell.   There  will 
be  other  wakes  in  Arnold's  honor  —  one  at 
the  communal  house  where  he  lived,  and  cer- 
tainly one  out  in  Oregon  in  a  little  log 
cabin  where  Chuck  and  Pat,  two  members  of 
the  Plainfield  group,  relocated.   Chuck  is 
also  Irish,  loved  a  good  laugh,  and  also 
loved  to  debate  with  Arnold  into  the  wee 
hours. 

Arnold  had  very  little  family  left,  I 
think  just  two  nephews.   But  he  has  many 
friends  who  will  be  ever  thankful  that  their 
paths  crossed  his.   Goodbye,  Arnold. 

-  Susan  DunLany 


Correction 


Joseph  Smith,  not  Brigham  Young,  is  the 
founder  of  the  Mormon  Church.   Young  was  the 
disciple  of  Smith  who  led  the  church  to  its 
present  home  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  under 
whom  the  Wendell  Mormons  were  baptised, 
(see  June/July  Issue) 
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LOVEMM/NG,    H0R5ETRADING 
WHERE  QUABBIN      LIES 

Nearly  a  century  ago,  before  ambitious 
engineers  in  Boston  dreamed  of  damming  up 
the  Swift  River  to  obliterate  four  towns  to 
create  a  huge  reservoir,  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Massachusetts  was  the  home  for  a 
scant  few  hundred  farmers,  homemakers,  fac- 
tory workers  and  traders. 

Now,  in  a  book  just  published  by  Millers 
River  Publishing  Co.  of  Athol,  the  farm  and 
village  life  of  those  bygone  days  comes  to 
life  in  a  series  of  stories  that  combine 
Yankee  humor,  wit  and  adventure  with  a  keen 
awareness  how  tough  it  was  for  those  valley 
people  to  survive. 

The  book  is  entitled,  Ez,  Or,  Lovemak- 
ing,  Horsetrading  and  Fighting  in  Swift  Riv- 
er Valley. 

The  author  is  William  H.  Walker,  a  Green- 
wich selectman  and  mill  owner  who  knew  his 
fellow  townspeople  well  and  loved  them  dear- 
ly. 

Walker '8  subtitle  for  his  collection  of 
stories  was  "Tales  of  those  entertaining  but 
now  extinct  characters,  the  Yankee  horse- 
traders." 

Allen  Young,  publisher  and  editor,  des- 
cribes the  book  as  "a  treasure  of  New  England 
folklore  reminiscent  of  the  writings  of 
Mark  Twain." 

"Ez"  is  the  name  of  the  book's  main  char- 
acter, Ez  Williams,  whose  fictionalized  re- 
collections of  The  Deacon,  Aunt  Zubie,  Lem 
Johnson  and  other  village  characters,  in- 
cluding their  horses,  dogs  and  pigs,  fill 
the  160  pages  of  this  book  with  hilarious 
deeds  and  misdeeds. 

Walker,  who  died  in  Greenwich  in  1934, 
told  the  stories  over  the  years  to  his 
grandchildren  and  wrote  them  down  shortly 
before  his  death. 

Typewritten  manuscripts  survived  but  this 
Millers  River  edition,  published  with  the 
authorization  of  the  Walker  family,  is  the 
first  book  version  of  Ez.   It  results 
from  the  suggestion  of  a  New  Salem  woman, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Fittz,  whose  father  was  a 
friend  of  the  author. 

Original  illustrations  are  by  Polly 
MacKenzie  of  Warwick. 

J.R.  Greene,  author  of  the  definitive 
history  book,   Creation  of  the  Quabbin 
Reservoir,   and  Allen  Young,  author  of  the 
local  guide  book  North  of  Quabbin  pro- 
vided postscripts  offering  details  about 
Greenwich  and  William  Walker.   A  poem 
penned  by  Walker  shortly  before  his  death, 
a  somewhat  bitter  and  angry  commentary  on 
the  creation  of  the  Quabbin,  is  included. 

David  Smith,  professor  of  American 
studies  at  Hampshire  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 
has  offered  this  assessment  of  "Ez": 

"  Ez  belongs  to  an  earlier  tradition  of 
Yankee  humor  that  entertained  19th  century 
readers  with  sketches  of  village  life,  type 
characterizations,  pranks  both  cruel  and 
fitting,  set  in  a  rural  landscape  where, 
since  nothing  much  changed,  people  found 
their  own  amusements.   The  setting  for  the 
sketches  in  Ez   is  more  in  the  woods,  back 
roads,  upcountry  farms  and  fishing  ponds 
than  in  town,  and  one  gets  a  vivid  picture 
of  the  way  small  farm  life  was  just  before 
the  coming  of  the  telephone  and  —  in  the 
case  of  Greenwich  —  the  Quabbin  Reservoir 
and  the  town's  demise. 

"Genuinely  funny  and  authentic,  Ez 
nevertheless  conveys  a  secondary  message  of 
rural  social  history:   of  farms  going  under, 
a  pervasive  use  of  alcohol  to  drown  the 
sorrows  of  misguided  marriages,  relentless 


poverty,  scheming  relatives,  suicide.  The 
book  adds  color  and  detail  to  our  knowledge 
of  what  life  was  like  in  the  Swift  River 
Valley." 

£z,  at  $6.95  retail,  is  available  in 
area  stores  and  by  mail  from  Millers  River 
Publishing  Co.,  AthoL  It  will  be  sold  at 
the  Swift  River  Valley  Historical  Society 
(SRVHS)  building,  the  Whitaker-Clary  House, 
in  New  Salem,  during  its  Wednesday  open 
houses.  A  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  each 
sale  will  be  donated  to  the  SRVHS. 


-H- 


Seledrneris  Minutes 


July  17,  1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00 
p.m.  by  Chairman  Ted  Lewis  with  Selectman 
Michael  Idoine  present. 

Debbie  Radway,  the  new  Administrative 
Assistant,  stopped  in  to  introduce  herself 
to  the  board  members. 

Sylvia  Wetherby  asked  if  the  Greenhills 
Co-op  could  use  the  hall  on  Thursday,  July 
19,  1984.  Permission  granted. 

Gladys  Powling  asked  if  the  church  could 
use  the  bathrooms  during  the  week  of  August 
6-10  while  Vacation  Bible  School  is  in  ses- 
sion.  Permission  granted. 

Gladys  Powling  asked  if  the  Council  on 
Aging  could  use  the  hall  or  an  office  for 
their  monthly  meetings.   They  will  use  the 
hall  during  warm  weather  and  the  Selectmen's 
office  during  heating  season. 

Dale  Kirkpatrick  of  the  Massamont  Insur- 
ance Agency  explained  what  the  MIIA  Insur- 
ance program  can  do  for  us. 

Michael  updated  the  Board  as  to  the  Route 
2  situation.   At  the  present  time  there  is 
no  change  in  the  thinking  of  the  State  offi- 
cials in  Boston. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:20  p.m. 


July  24,  1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00 
p.m.  by  Chairman  Ted  Lewis  with  the  full 
board  present. 

The  weekly  payroll  and  bill  warrant  was 
approved. 

Signed  two  licenses.   Both  for  Ross  Bi- 
cycles Inc.,  for  August  18-19.   One  to  sell 
beer  and  soft  drinks  and  the  other  to  sell 
food. 

Ann  Zak  of  the  Wendell  Concerned  Citizens 
asked  to  use  the  Town  Hall  on  Monday,  July 
30  for  a  slide  show  and  bake  sale.   Permis- 
sion granted. 

Truck  Bid  Opening:   Sweeney  Ford  Sales 
for  a  1984  Ford  GVW  27,500  lbs.  -  $26,343.00, 
GVW  30,000  lbs.  -  $26,670.00,  Graves  Equip- 
ment for  a  1984  International  -  GVW  33,200 
lbs.  -  $29,995.00. 

The  Board  will  meet  at  the  Town  Garage  on 
Thursday,  July  26  at  7:30  p.m.  with  th'e  High- 
way Committee  to  discuss  trucks  and  equip- 
ment in  order  to  set  up  articles  for  a  Spec- 
ial Town  Meeting. 

August  7,  a  representative  from  New  Eng- 
land Municipal  and  Construction  Supply  will 
meet  with  the  Board. 

Herbicide  appeal  will  be  heard  by  the 
State  Supreme  Court. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:00  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Harry  Williston,  clerk 
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